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School Attendance aspiration = 96%
School Attendance to 30/11/2023 = 95.35%
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We understand that there can be health problems, but:


Don’t believe that the ‘odd day off can’t harm.’ Research carried out on the effects of broken weeks and achievement is astounding. A student can have 95% attendance but still have 10 broken weeks! Hugely detrimental to a pupil’s learning, leaving big gaps in knowledge!

· Try to judge how ‘severe’ the pupil’s illness is. Do they really need to stay at home?
· How many of them are better by lunchtime? Send them back to school!
· If a pupil has an extended or intermittent but persistent condition, contact the attendance officers and arrange a meeting to set up a supportive action plan. There are lots we can offer to do, to prevent a pupil missing education.
· Non-urgent doctor, dental appointments and check-ups should be made outside school time – school finishes at 15:15.
· If an appointment must be set in school time, absence will only be authorised for a reasonable margin of time. Not half a day to go to local GP/dentist. We understand orthodontic treatments and hospital clinic appointments may take longer. Try to minimise time out of school. 
· Try to vary the days of these treatments to avoid missing the same lessons in a cycle.

Pupils need to be in school to maximise their learning and success.
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REMINDER:
We break up for half term on Friday 15th December (normal time) and children return to school on Wednesday 3rd January 2024. 
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DEBTS
We would be grateful if you could bring all ParentPay accounts up to date as a matter of urgency. 
We recognise that this is often just an oversight and payment can be quickly made via ParentPay.
If you need any support please contact the office on 01606663061
If you’d like any help setting up or using your ParentPay accounts please come and ask for assistance at the Office.
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Victoria Road Primary School is part of the Tesco Community Token Scheme!
Voting starts 23rd October 2023 until mid- January 2024.
Please support us by putting your tokens in our pot! 
If we win, the money will be used to buy books for our school library. 
#Tescobluetokens #tescocommunitygrants











A letter from our Chair of Governors:  Tim Hailwood
Hi everyone,
Well, you have done it, you have made it to the end of another, very difficult, year. Difficult is actually an understatement this year has been truly horrible, but you have all dealt with it in your customary professional and dedicated way, ensuring the children and their families get the very best they can from school considering the situation. All of that on top of caring for your own families and keeping safe. 
I have said in the past how much I am in awe of what you do and how caring you all are, and this year has demonstrated to me that you really are, to quote Tina Turner, Simply the best. Watching how all classes dealt with distance learning and provided a high level of education for the children at home was remarkable. The messages on the various social media formats have shown how much you have supported each other and how much the parents have appreciated what you have done for their children. There have been difficult times for everyone, but you pulled through it like the amazing team you are and helped each other through it.
Every single staff member has played their part from Teachers to TAs, Megan and Ashley (who has picked up Dani’s batton and feels like part of the family already!)
A special mention needs to go to a person who not only dealt with all the above but also had to deal with the disappointment of a postponed wedding and studying to be a teacher during a most unusual year. Mike you are an inspiration and, from what I hear, you not only passed but passed brilliantly. You epitomise the quality of your colleagues and the school is extremely lucky to have you as a member of staff. You are a superb male role model and someone that all the children can look up to. 
Talking of inspirational male figures, it comes as no surprise that the school has been relatively free from covid incidents partly thanks to the tight cleaning regime instigated by Alan and his team Anna, Sandra and Souad they, combined with Cathy's 2m stick have helped keep the school operating as best it can.
A final mention must go to Souad and Judith. Who have fed us on some many special family meals over the years. Hopefully we will be able to do that again soon! 
In short you are all brilliant and I thank you for all you have done.
As you know I am stepping down as your chair of governors. A hard decision after 5 years but I am certain your new chair will do a superb job in the role. I know many of you won't know Andrew but believe me he is dedicated to supporting the school moving forward. He will be a very different chair, more modern and high tech than the overstuffed Lay Z Boy you have had for the last few years, but he is committed to you and the school. I intend to continue in the role as vice chair, for now, and still work with the student leaders and anti-bullying ambassadors.
Now on a purely personal note this July also marks an emotional time for me as it marks the end of my relationship with the school as a parent. There are no more little Hailwoods to break their arm on the monkey bars or look after the greenhouse. Julie and I initially chose the school because it is close to home, little did we know that we had actually chosen the best school with the best staff and that our children would not only get the best education but for Lucy and John.
Have a great summer break, you deserve it, Keep safe and I will see you in September.
Take care
Tim








	
Holiday dates 2023 TO 2024

 
Date of opening (First day back at school for pupils)
Date of closing (Last day in school for 
pupils)
2023 Autumn Term
Wednesday 6th September
Friday 20th October
Autumn Term
Monday 30th October
Friday 15th December
2024 Spring Term
Wednesday 3rd January
Thursday 15th February 
Spring Term
Monday 26th February
Thursday 28th March
2024 Summer Term
Monday 15th April
Friday 24th May
Summer 
Tuesday 4th June
Wednesday 24th July
 


 
INSET DAYS 2023-2024
INSET DAY 1 - Monday 4th September 2023
INSET DAY 2 - Tuesday 5th September 2023
INSET DAY 3 -  Friday 29th September 2023
INSET DAY 4-  Tuesday 2nd January 2024
INSET DAY 5 -  Friday 16th February 2024
INSET DAY 6 -  Monday 3rd June 2024





This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY
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A huge thank you for those who attended the Christmas Bingo on 28th November. The night was a great success and we raised £389.20 towards school funds!


CHRISTMAS BINGO






	


[image: ]

















NOVEMBER 2023 TWEETS
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Reporting your child absent   If your child is unwell and absent from school please use  the absence line to advise  us before 9.00am (01606  663061 ). You can leave a detailed message or speak to  one of our team in the office.   Thank you for your cooperation.  
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Commonty Inerst Compry

Thursday 2nd to Sunday 5th June has been confirmed as the extended Bank
Holiday. where the country will be united to celebrate Her Majesty's 70 years on
the throne. Edsential’s catering service are busy making plans to support you in
joining in the celebrations for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee,

Celebrations will be held in the week commencing 23rd May before the half
term break and will include:

V A delicious royal banquet, with menu options including a hot Great British
Brunch or cold Best of British Picnic

V Decorations such as bunting and balloons, transforming your servery so it's fit

for the regal celebrations
v Competitions for your pupils with glittering prizes up for grabs

We will continue to keep you updated, but for the time being we request just a
few details from you so we can progress with planning your royal celebration

RSUP by Tharscog 31T March

Would you prefer to host a royal banquet or did you have an outdoor picnic in
mind? Let us know your plans and we will start to make preparations

What's more, to ensure that your whole community can join in with the
celebrations, we will be supplying every pupil in your school with a crown they
can decorate to make the day a real royal affair! More details will follow, but
prizes will be given for the most decorative designs so be sure to let us know
how many you will need

Complete form >
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\ ON:Wednesday 13" De
Roast Turkey with Chipolata Sausage
or Quorn Fillet (V/VG)

Both served with Sage & Onion Stuffing
Roast & Mashed Potatoes
Fresh Carrots, Sprouts, Peas & Gravy

Festive Biscuit

or Satsuma = ’
Oeteential .
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Cheshire and Merseyside
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Royal Life Saving Sociecy UK issues wincer
for safecy advice

Urgent Winter Water Safety Message

RLSS UK offe safety advice for winter water safety, with simple seps {0 keep safe during
the vinter

1. Never go onto th ice o play,torefieve an object or a pet

2 Neter entr the et escue somebacy, call 999 and askor th Fve and Rescue
What o do ifyou allthrough the e

« Keep caim and shout for help’

« Spread your anms across the surface of the ice in frontof you

« Ifthe ce s strong enough, kick yourlegs to side onfo the ce.

« Lieflat and pull yoursel owards the bank

«ifthe e breaks, work your way to the bank oreaking theicein font o you amywiay

1 you cannot cimb out, waitfor help and keep as il s possible. Press your ams
by your side and keep your legs fogether. Keep your head clear of the water

+ Once you are safe, go o hospital immedatey for a check up
What o doif you se someene fl hrough the ce

 Shout or assistance and phone the emergency senvices - call 999 or 112

«+ Donotwalk orcimb onto the iceto atempt a rescue.

« Shoutto the casualtyto keep st and ofer eassurance to keep them caim

Tty and reach them from the bank using a rope, pol, tree branch, cothing fied
together o anyihing else which can extend your reach

« Wihen reaching fromthe bank, i down to avoid being pulld orto the ice:

1fyou cannot reach them, side sometring which floats, such as a plastic bote or
footbal across the i for them {o hold onto o stay afoat whist help i on the way

«Ifthe casualty is too far away, do not atlempt 0 rescue them. Wt for the
emergency senvices uhie calming and reassuring the casualy

1520 uefuinteraters

Winter wster sfery | Stving safeon our cansl | Canal & Rver Trust [eansirvertrst org k).
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